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“International perspectives on design of university campuses –
Thoughts after a global pandemic”.
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1. Welcome and Introduction
Dr Ghazwa Alwani-Starr, Pro Vice-Chancellor Strategy, Planning and Partnerships and Director of
Property at the University of London, and Chair of HEDQF and for the Event.
HEDQF Research – Informing the Future:
Rupert Cook, Co-chair of HEDQF Research Group, and Partner at Miltiadou Cook Mitzman architects,
Alex Grigull, Co-chair of HEDQF Research Group, and Associate at Grimshaw.
2. International Perspectives:
The Australian Perspective
Rowan Maclean, Executive Director Fishermans Bend and AIIDGH, COO Portfolio, University of
Melbourne.
Andrew Cortese, Managing Partner, Sydney Office, Grimshaw
The European Perspective
Dr Jonas Nordquist, Associate Residency Director, Karolinska University Hospital, Stockholm.
3. UK Perspectives:
New Teaching and Learning Environments: The University of Brunel:
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Ian Goodfellow, Architect and Partner of Penoyre & Prasad and HEDQF Deputy Chair
Paul Glassey, Assistant Director (Media Services) from Brunel University
Enterprise and Innovation: Birmingham City University: Steamhouse Project – enterprise and
innovation:
Tom Alexander, Architect and Director of Aukett Swanke,
John Plumridge, Director of Estates, Birmingham City University
4. The future design of student accommodation:
Dr Ghazwa Alwani-Starr, Pro Vice-Chancellor Strategy, Planning and Partnerships and Director of
Property and Facilities Management at the University of London, and Chair of HEDQF.
Paul Sweeney, Chief Strategy Officer, Unite Students
5. Overview:
What has changed in the way that universities are thinking about the design of future projects and
developments with the events of the past year? Speakers from Australia, Sweden and the UK
provided details of new developments and latest thinking for universities as they look at doing things
differently in the future, both in terms of their position within the communities in which they are
located and support and in terms of the design of the facilities for their own staff and students.
In many ways, the projects presented, and the subsequent discussion, reinforce trends that we have
seen in university developments, including
-

-

-

-

an increasing focus on enterprise and entrepreneurial, providing space for start- up
businesses within the university itself and for the local community, blending boundaries and
inviting communities into the university. Universities are key to supporting the agendas in
the different countries for ‘levelling-up’ and for economic innovation and development and
for supporting industrial companies both small and large;
a greater focus on place and on the quality of the public realm, which has also been a
growing emphasis in urban planning, on identity and on relationships with the communities
and environments around the university;
a greater focus on green space, light, trees and the natural environment, both as places to
enjoy, contribute to wellbeing and to relax, but also spaces to look at from university
buildings – with a blurring of inside and outside;
designs which are flexible, allowing new ways of learning and teaching, which are adaptable
and facilitate positive social interactions. In an environment where blended learning is likely
to continue into the future (although the lecture theatre is not dead) then physical
campuses have to reinforce the social side of university life and engagement;
high quality digital connectivity and professional presentations. Digital content should be as
professional and of high quality as commercial broadcasters or the world of performance;
the quaint eccentricities of Zoom will not be accepted in the future – this means new spaces
and support on campus to create high quality lectures and events, for staff and students;
In teaching spaces, high quality, high speed digital connectivity is key and must be easy and
intuitive to use. Goodbye white boards; hello digital screens!
Student residences are changing from rented bedspace to home, much more part of a
connected integrate social community with education, living and work opportunities. Sense
of place and identity will be key, with a different range of support spaces included within
them, potentially also crossing the boundary into the community at ground level with
enterprise and other spaces, and residences of the future may be much broader
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communities including potentially young professionals who have recently graduated from
university;
Professional and ongoing engagement between university managers and design teams with
staff, students and communities when developing new developments and new philosophies;
Lastly, a positive approach to Zero Carbon and sustainability is essential. Universities have
been leaders in this for many years. Students almost take it as read that new designs and
developments will be at the leading edge of Zero Carbon – after all, they are the generation
that will experience climate changes over the 21st century.

Two additional items that were raised were the welcome investment in Further Education,
which also provides universities for connectivity and the worrying concern of student debt, both
for the students and for future government budgets.
Many thanks to all the speakers who contributed to this event and to all those who attended
from 8am in the morning.
We would like to thank our sponsor Buro Happold for hosting this event

_______________________________________________________________________________
Ian Caldwell
05.2021
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