
Library refurbishment
University of Reading

Back in 2012, the University of 
Reading’s six-storey library no longer 
lived up to modern student needs. 
Built in the 60s and extended in the 
80s, its facade was dated and its 
main entrance ill-defined. Similarly, the 
internal layout - deep plan, clutter of 
structural columns, low floor-to-ceiling 
heights - required significant work to 
bring the building into the 21st century. 

The University’s brief focused on 
improving the functionality, circulation, 
accessibility, sustainability and 
appearance of their well-loved, but 
outdated, library. 

Refurbishment projects are often more 
challenging than new builds. Design 
solutions require a deeper level of 
creative thinking to navigate the many 
set parameters. With the library, we 
had an ageing building that showed 
us glimmers of what could be, but it 
took an expert blend of disciplines and 
services to unlock this hidden potential.

The library sits prominently in the heart 
of a beautiful parkland campus. Its 
dated outward aesthetic is now fittingly 
refreshed using a simple overcladding 
solution. Anodised aluminium panels, 
in tones of silver and gold, wonderfully 
change hue throughout day. 

Inside, we worked with the structural 
grid to reconfigure the library’s layout. 

Location: Reading, UK
Scope: Internal refurbishment with full 
overcladding and associated external 
works.
Brief: Update a 1960s library building to 
fulfill the requirements of a University and 
student body in the 21st century.

Floor area (GIA): 11,510 sq m 
Sustainability: Very Good (in spirit)
Completion date: September, 2019

Project Team
Client: University of Reading
Architect: Stride Treglown
Structural Engineer: Aecom
M&E Engineer: Couch Perry Wilkes
QS: RLB
PM: WSP
Contractor: ISG
Cladding Contractor: D&B Facades
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By rethinking the entrance, removing 
the existing elevator core and extending 
the ground floor, we have simplified the 
journeys of books and greatly improved 
people-flow.

Positioned inside the south facade is a 
new fully glazed three-lift elevator and 
staircase core. It is easily accessible 
and brings much-needed daylight into 
the heart of the deep-plan building.

The new layout allows for a huge 
variety of private and collaborative 
spaces for learning, teaching and study 
– all are extremely well-used. 
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1. new entrance pedestrian flow 

2. New vertical circulation core

3. New entrance lobby/event space

4. Refurbished Reading Rooms

5. New cafe
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“The building is extremely popular. 
The university community loves the 
variety of spaces that are on offer from 
the cafe, through to the collaborative 
and technology-led study spaces.”
Janis Pich, Director of Estates
University of Reading 

The whole building is tied together 
by a repeating hexagonal pattern 
internally and on the building’s facade. 
The signature motif is inspired by the 
original 1960s monumental structural 
columns in the double height spaces.

Throughout the project, we worked 
closely with the University to ease its 
plans through a rigorous approvals 
process involving fifteen different 
staff teams and consultation with the 
Students’ Union. 

We ensured the library remained in 
occupation during the three and a 
half year project. Access to study 
spaces and half a million books was 
maintained 24 hours a day, with 
works pausing during exam periods to 
alleviate disruption. 

The refurbishment has resulted 
in a contemporary, inclusive and 
legible building which supports a 
hive of activity 24 hours a day. Our 
interventions will ensure that the 
library continues to play a central role 
in the lives of thousands of students 
and staff for the next 30 years. 

The quality of the outcome is 
testament to not only the vision and 
values of the University, but to the 
dedication of the project consultants, 
principal contractor and their sub 
consultants.
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1. North elevation

2. North elevation detail

3. Over cladding of existing building 
(north east)

4. Over cladding of existing building 
(south west)
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“The success of the outcome is 
testament to how well the whole 
team worked together.”
Janis Pich, Director of Estates, University of Reading

1. North West elevation

2. South elevation showing new vertical 
circulation core
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Awards:
Education Estates Awards 2020

Refurbishment of the Year - Shortlisted

Pupil Student Experience - Shortlisted

AJ Retrofit Awards 2021

Higher and Further Education - Shortlisted


