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The University of Glasgow is 
undertaking an ambitious expansion 
programme that will further enhance 
its global standing and provide a 
positive impact on the community.  
The design of the learning and 
teaching hub has been inspired 
and driven by user consultation, 
emphasising the student experience 
to provide an environment that is open 
and accessible for all.  

The new hub creates a signature 
gateway building that sits at the heart 
of a conservation area and provides 
state-of-the-art facilities for over 
2,500 students in a highly sustainably 
BREEAM Excellent facility.

Its mixture of lecture theatres, small 
group rooms, breakout and study 

areas reflects a growing trend in 
making faculty areas more bespoke 
and focussing general teaching in a 
shared learning hub that embraces 
new teaching pedagogies and 
optimises space utilisation.

New learning pedagogies were 
trialled in a series of pilot rooms 
which enabled HLM to work with 
academics to test new approaches 
such as flipped classrooms and TEAL 
spaces and define the FF&E and IT 
needed to support this.  The resultant 
scheme improves cohesiveness and 
connectivity across the campus in a 
building that showcases formal and 
informal learning and teaching through 
a welcoming, open environment 
encouraging students to linger – a 
sticky campus.

Location: Glasgow, Scotland
Scope: New build
Brief: Signature gateway building 
sitting at the heart of a conservation 
area providing state of the art learning 
and teaching facilities

Floor area (GIA): 14,250m2 over 7 
levels 
Sustainability: BREEAM Excellent
Completion date: April 2021

Project Team: 
Client: University of Glasgow
Architect: HLM Architects
M&E & Structural Engineer: WSP
QS: Currie & Brown
PM: Faithful + Gould
Contractor: Multiplex
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Awards:
Winner, Glasgow Institue of Architects 
Awards, Education Award
Winner, Learning Places Scotland Awards, 
Project of the Year & Pupil/Student 
Experience Award
Winner, RICS Social Impact Awards 
Scotland, Education Award Highly 
Commended, Learning Places Scotland 
Awards, Inspiring Learning Spaces 
Category
Highly Commended, Education Estates 
Awards, Inspiring Learning Spaces 
Category
Finalist, Scottish Design Awards, 
Architecture: Education Building or 
Project category
Finalist, Mixology North 21 - Project of 
the Year
Nominated - BD Architect of the Year 
Awards - Public Building Architect of the 
Year

The University of Glasgow has sustained 
significant growth in student numbers 
over the past decade and this growth 
has placed increasing pressure on the 
existing physical estate resulting in a 
shortage of quality teaching and study 
spaces. 

The new Learning and Teaching Hub 
embodies the University’s commitment 
to delivering an excellent student 
experience within a learning culture that 
places teaching at the core of what it 

does.  It will support a motivated, vibrant, 
diverse community of learners and 
teachers to evolve efficient and effective 
approaches to study and pedagogy by 
facilitating innovation in teaching and 
supporting student development through 
group and individual study. 

It will provide new flexible, multi-use 
teaching space that will be configurable 
to address, not only projected growth in 
student numbers, but changing teaching 
patterns in the years ahead. Innovative 

facilities management and student 
services models will ensure that a 
statement, modern, efficient building will 
be responsive to the needs of its users 
and able to support diverse activity that 
extends beyond teaching and study to 
further enhance the student and staff 
experience.
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The very constrained site is within a 
conservation area, close to Grade 
A listed buildings and on the site of 
an existing maths and stats building. 
This was demolished as part of the 
enabling works and HLM designed a 
replacement 3500m2 maths building 
using volumetric offsite construction 
to minimise the impact on the 
surrounding teaching spaces.
 
Fronting onto University Avenue, 
the new building forms a vital link 
between the historic campus and the 
new infirmary campus currently under 
development. However, this road 
was a busy link for traffic movements 
through the city and therefore often 
hazardous for pedestrians. HLM’s 
early engagement with the planning 
authority and highways engineers 
enabled the width of this vehicular 
carriageway to be reduced and 
pedestrian footways increased to 
create a new plaza in front of the 
building that aids movement of 
students, creates much needed 
external space and forms an active 
frontage for the University. 

The new hub building also needed 
to connect to the adjacent 10-storey 
Boyd Orr teaching tower to link these 
key facilities. Detailed modelling at 
early design stages optimised these 
connections as well as addressing a 
5m level change from the front to the 
back of the site. The resultant design 
has a double height ground floor level 
with a mezzanine that relates to the 
multiple entrance levels and creates a 
strong civic presence.

The University’s Strategic Plan 
‘Glasgow 2020 - A Global Vision’ set 
out its mission to “undertake world 
leading research and to provide an 
intellectually stimulating learning 
environment that benefits culture, 
society and the economy.” Key to this 
approach was the design and delivery 
of sustainable buildings which provide 
exceptional places of learning, with 
a low environmental impact and low 
running costs.  The completed building 
has a BREEAM Excellent rating.
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Scheme Facts:
1250 learning spaces
1700 teaching spaces including a 500-seat 
lecture theatre. 
Total gross area of 14,250m2 over 7 levels

Centrally timetabled learning, teaching and 
social hub providing a new gateway to the 
University and focal point for students.

BREEAM Excellent Rating 
Completed April 2021
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“Located at the heart of the 

campus, the new James McCune 

Smith Learning Hub has been 

designed to deliver an exceptional 

student experience within a 

dynamic learning environment. 

With a variety of interactive 

teaching and active learning spaces 

it will support a motivated, vibrant, 

and diverse 

community of learners and 

academics to evolve efficient and 

effective learning methodologies 

through both group and individual 

study”

Andy Nicoll, Project Architect

80%
or more of external hard 
landscaping achieving an A or 
A+ Green Guide rating



“This is a world-leading learning and 

teaching facility which will further enhance 

our offering for students at Glasgow, 

putting technology, connectivey and 

accessibility at the heart of the learning 

experience. Named afer the pioneering 

James McCune Smith, the first African 

Amercan to be awarded a medical degree 

and an alumnus of the University, it will 

ensure future generations of students from 

a broad range of backgrounds are able 

to benefit from a University education at 

Glasgow”.

Professor Sir Anton Muscatelli, Principal and Vice Chancellor 

of the University of Glasgow


